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“Growth” has been an important terminology in the contemporary era. Human is familiar with “Growth” from birth.
Nevertheless, the term develops into classic, when it becomes the darling of business, politicians and the MSM. We
often hear “economic growth”, “population growth”, “job growth”, “business growth”, “profit growth”, “student intake
growth”, “follower growth, “media growth”, “customer growth”, “subscription growth, “viewership growth”, “diversity
growth”, “this growth”, “that growth” and so on. Companies may burn billions of cash without profit, but some might be
okay so long as they can present “Growth” V. The concept of “Growth” has been exported to academia, and several
institutes become (sometimes forcefully or inadvertently) the “Growth Chasers”. Obviously, we are not in the position,

in one way or another, to advocate the “Growth Concept”. Nevertheless, it is prudent to discuss the “Growth of

EVERGREEN” even though we don’t fancy it too much.

One can confidently state that EVERGREEN's growth is sound. The authorship is growing, the reviewers’ support is
increasing, and the citation is also robust. However, “quality growth” is subjective, and we can state is EVERGREEN
doesn’t do well on this dimension as per SCImago 2. On the other hand, it is undeniable that the “authors’” interest
growth” and “citation growth” are astronomical *. In 2020, EVERGREEN published 88 articles and obtained 329
citations. In barely three years, i.e., in 2023, we are publishing almost 100 articles in one issue, while the current citation

count stands at 1166. We will leave the evaluation of the percentage growth to the economists and rating agencies.

It is natural that “rapid growth” leads to several challenges and sometimes catastrophes. EVERGREEN is trying its
best to tackle the challenges of the rapid growth. One of the challenges is the handling of the articles. With the current
rejection rate of approximately “80%”, the publication of each issue involves the handling of 300 to 400 submissions,
translating to 3 to 4 papers a day. Such a situation might mean a tough request from a small publisher with limited
resources like EVERGREEN. Another challenge is getting the support of the quality reviewers. These multi-pronged
issues sometimes lead to delays with some papers. Handling and publication of “special issues papers” might face
noticeable setbacks. In EVERGREEN, we prioritise “regular papers” and handle them with the possible highest
efficiency, while we are trying our best to process the “special issue papers”, too, since we believe that they are the

significant aspects.

The editorial team is pleased with the publication of the current issue (EVERGREEN Vol. 10, Issue 03). We have 90
papers in this issue, which showcases the “Growth” and “our commitment”. EVERGREEN focuses on “Carbon Neutral
Sciences and Green Asia Strategies”, and naturally, the articles we published cover wide research areas. The current
publication is furnished with articles from the major topics namely: “Social Science”, “Materials and Composites”,
“Tribology”, “Renewable Energy” and “Computer Science”. The editorial team is very pleased that more than 25% of'the
articles in the present publication touch upon the social science. Some highlights of the articles are: “Why did India Pull
Out of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)? A Gravity Explanation of the Indian Puzzle”,
“Analysis of Circular Economy Enablers in Manufacturing Context for Indian Industries: A ELECTRE method Ranking

»”

Process”, “Quality of Life and Food Security in Rural Areas of Indonesia: a case study of Sedayulawas Village,

- il -
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Lamongan Regency, Indonesia”, “Environmental Assessment of Solid Waste Pollution of Urban Areas (on the example
of Shymkent, Republic of Kazakhstan)”, and so on. These days, regional partnerships and alliance forming are rather
popular, perhaps, it has become a trend for the private-jet class. However, new partnerships and different interests might
result in the “pulling out” situation. We believe that the paper of Prof. Gour Goswami and his team will highlight the
insights in such scenarios. We also have an interesting article on the “theory of the climate change intensity
determination” which discusses interesting aspects of the national adaptation plan. With the limited space, it is
impossible to highlight the significant features of all articles here. But we do believe that the articles in the current issue
provide insightful analysis and discussions on recent developments in the environmental research, especially, in Asia.
We also believe that articles from “10™ International Conference on Sustainable Energy Engineering and Application

(ICSEEA 2022)” are very interesting and provide invaluable research outputs.

EVERGREEN highly appreciate the support of our reviewers who provided their insights and invaluable comments
for the papers. We also value the interest of “EVERGREEN authors”, too. We acknowledge the support of the
management team. We further would like to record the significant contributions of EVERGREEN Secretariat, Ms Mieko
INOUE in publishing this issue, and we believe that all authors share our view. Several climatic events occurred recently
might serve as the undeniable situation of the environmental issues. For instance, recent hot summer makes some people
change their view on the climate change ¥). It is not reasonable to blame one party, a country or a group of people for the
climate change. Referring to A.J.P. Taylor’s quote, it might be prudent to state that “Though many are guilty, none is
innocent.” ¥. Because it will be relatively difficult to bring out some who are not benefitted or do not enjoy the scientific
(technological) achievement of the modern society mainly initiated with the industrial and IT revolutions. So,
EVERGREEN hopes that it serves as a reputable platform for the researchers who are trying to tackle several issues in

building a sustainable society.

Meanwhile, with respect to COVID-19, we already backed to normal life, although another variant strain; Ellis, has
been surging. In every volume, Editorial has delivered a prayer scenery: temples and shrines in Japan that used to be
people’s places for calm of an epidemic. Kusuda-jinja is one of the most popular shrines, whose annual festival, called
‘Yamakasa’, held in July, attracts a large number of people not only in the Fukuoka area but also entire of Japan even

overseas.

Jun Tanimoto (Editor-in-Chief)
Kyaw Thu (Executive Editor)
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Editorial

Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that we present this special issue for the selected papers from
international conference SIMS-2022 on "Smart Industries and Manufacturing Systems for Sustainable
Development". In a world where industrial processes play a pivotal role in shaping the future, this
collection of articles aims to shed light on the intricate interplay between advanced machining, materials,
sustainability, and Industry 4.0.

The landscape of industrial production is undergoing a transformative shift, and this special issue serves
as a comprehensive guide to understanding the paradigm shift brought about by the fusion of cutting-edge
technologies and sustainable practices. We are witnessing a profound evolution in the way society and
production systems interact, with a concerted effort to make both more efficient and environmentally
responsible.

The genesis of this special issue lies in the growing body of research dedicated to addressing the
challenges associated with material processing, machining, waste management, and overall industrial
operations. Researchers worldwide have been diligently working on proposing sustainable solutions that
not only mitigate the environmental impact but also contribute to the broader goal of creating a more
resilient and eco-friendly industrial landscape.

The articles included in this issue delve into various aspects of smart industries and manufacturing
systems, offering insights into the latest advancements in technology and their application to real-world
industrial scenarios. From innovative machining techniques to the use of advanced materials, and the
integration of Industry 4.0 principles, as well as the renewable energy resources each contribution aims to
push the boundaries of knowledge and practice.

As the Guest Editors for this special issue, we extend our gratitude to the authors for their valuable
contributions and to the editors and reviewers for their meticulous assessments. Their collective efforts
have resulted in a collection of articles that we believe will be instrumental in guiding researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers towards a more sustainable and technologically advanced future.

We hope that this special issue serves as a catalyst for further exploration and collaboration in the realm of
smart industries and manufacturing systems. By disseminating the latest research and insights, we aspire
to foster a community that actively contributes to the ongoing dialogue surrounding sustainable
development in the industrial sector.

Thank you for your interest in this special issue. We trust that the articles presented herein will inspire
new ideas, spark discussions, and contribute to the ongoing global efforts aimed at creating a more
sustainable and prosperous future.

Sincerely,
Dr. Manoj Kumar SAIN

Guest Editor



